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By Terry A, Rossignol, Assistant Refuge Manager
Managing habitat for several dif- which is often used to provide desir- drawdowns or drainings, and water
ferent wildlife species can become able habitat for migratory waterfowl. quality.
very intensive and complicated. Luck- In a nutshell, the definition of When flooding an impoundment,
ily the land manager has several wols moist-soils management is the sea- the water depth of the pond will deter-
at his disposal to help make the job a sonal flooding and draining of man- mine the kind of wildlife species that
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A clear view of what

bit easier and more efficient.
Mechanical methods, fire, grazing
and water management are just a few
techniques used to enhance habitat for
many wildlife species. Specifically,
witter management includes a method

made and natural impoundments in
order to grow natural plant species and
increase invertebrate availability for
use by wildlife, The use of this iech-
migue is most effective when three

major components are taken into con-

will use the area.

For example, American coots en-
joy average water depths of about 12
inches; mottled ducks enjoy average
water depths of four to fiveinches; and
Virginia rails enjoys average water
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called moist-soils management, sideration—water depth, timing of depths of about one inch.
Hypothetically, all three of these
bird species could benefit from the
same flooding. Coots would use the
area when the water is first applied. As
the water depth decreases due to
gvaporation or drawdowns, the
mottled ducks would move into the
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We look forward to continuing the
financial leadership you deserve and el

to three days, are recommended in
areas with brackish or saline walers.

Slow drawdowns, two 0 thres
weeks, are more desirable for plant
establishment and wildlife use. The
prolonged of soil saturation
creates favorable conditions for
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more limited than arcas with fresher
wader.

Applying salty water 10 2 field or
pond during the hot summer months
‘without drawing the water down
:tﬂrrmlnhuumm

the soil, a simation that makes
matters worse in rying 0 grow natu-
ral plants. This situation is
' aproblem in the arid regions of several
westem states.
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